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Bill Number and Type:  Ordinance 2001-375

Sponsor:  Council Member Fullwood

Date of Introduction:  March 27, 2001

Committee(s) of Reference:  F, RCD

Date of Analysis:  April 10, 2001

Type of Action: Approval of redevelopment agreement; appropriation

Bill Summary:  The bill approves an economic development agreement between the City and the Nu Beta Chapter of the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. for the acquisition and relocation of certain historic buildings to a two-block area in LaVilla to be known as the LaVilla Experience.  The bill also appropriates an as-yet unspecified amount of funding toward the cost of the acquisition and relocation of the buildings.

Background Information: The Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity proposes to renovate Genovar's Hall (which was donated to the group by the City) into office, restaurant and meeting space and to relocate 4 other LaVilla structures (the Brewster Hospital building and 3 shotgun houses) from nearby blocks to the site to crate a grouping of historic buildings that would constitute the LaVilla Experience.  The LaVilla Experience would highlight the historical importance of the LaVilla area to the African-American history of Florida and the United States, and would particularly create museum exhibits honoring the lives and contributions of Ray Charles, James Weldon Johnson and A. Philip Randolph, all of whom lived and worked in the immediate vicinity.  The remainder of the site would be developed as a park with parking and an outdoor performance area.

Policy Impact Area:  Historic preservation

Fiscal Impact: Undetermined - the City is being requested to pay for the relocation of the 4 buildings, and for financial assistance in the development of the park and of decorative streetscaping.

Analyst:  Clements
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